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Exactingly snipped, folded and
trimmed to fit a spectacular
landscape, the 2010 Home of the
Sl u- e ar blends in without ever
_being b F*‘:'é‘rif!ﬁ«' eX ﬁt rep: y Hansen
Mark Smlth
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Architscts HI:ﬁtj,l‘-u!tnjﬂudﬂlndﬂlrrlim designers of the Home of the Ye nrih'l.-n.lulmnt of the home's dramatically faceted fireplace.
- The-home features
'lerillﬂ tussock-coloured cedar cladding that covers the walls and wraps up and ever the roof.
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t started with a piece of paper, a square of
white parchment standing in for golden
contours beside a sparkling lake. Over time,
the paper was tilted, folded and cut, a rough
plece of origami that eventually became the
model for the house you see on these pages
Like an avant-garde garment created by an exacting
tailor, the 2010 Home of the Year is a highly ariginal
plece of architecture that is also a beautiful fit with the
incredible landscape around it. Atthe beginning of
the design process, as architects Nicholas Stevens and
Gary Lawson bobbed about on a boat on Lake Wanaka
and took in the site and its exquisite mountainous
surrounds, "we were thinking, how do you build
architecture in a landscape like this?” Nicholas says
“We felt a great responsibility to do something
that measured up to the quality of the site and was
respectiul of the flawless natural environment.”

“It was intimidating and exciting at the same
time,” Gary says
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OFPOSITE Largs
paving ntones lend to
the home's entry. Tho
window ia bordored
with a concrete frame.
LEFT In the {oyer, stairs
tothe bedrooms on the
aecond Hoor are graced
with intricate timbar
battens. BELOW The
foyer fontures o schist
Noor and codar ceiling,
with a light shade by
David Trubridgs and
an artwork by Denils

0" Connor.

They had reason to be confident they were up to
the task, This is the duo's third Home of the Year award
and they had already worked with the owner of this
home on two earlier projects, each more adventurous
than its predecessor. The first was a house inthe
Auckland suburb of Ponsonby that was a Home of the
Year finalist in 2001, A few years later thay designed
another Auckland dwelling that wona New Zealand
Institute of Architects’ Supreme Award (and featured
in our February/March 2006 issue). By the time work
began on this house, which the owner and his partner
intend to eventually make their permanent residence,
Gary says “an incredible amount of trust had been
estahlished”. Each time they have embarked ona new
project with the owner, Nicholas says, “we're always
wanting to outdo the last [design| - you know he’s
going to be open to quite aradical idea”

Thinking radically may be an exciting place to
gtart, but the architects nesded totread carefully on
this beautiful site. Earlier resource consents in the area



BELOW The architects
usnd cast concrote
wrally to croate an inte-
rior with & “cave-like"
fealing, such as in the
main living reom
shown hare, RIGHT

A nnug second living
space lentures a rug by
Baxter from Cavit & Co.
OPFPOSITE A north-
Incing skylight allows
mun into the kitchan
and dining area
throughout the day.
The artwork is hy
Stephen Bambury.

had been hitterly fought by opponents who balieved
any development would irrevocably scar the
landscape. The architects had no intention of blighting
the vista, so the first step in the design of this home
wias to find an approach that would allow it to
disappear into its surrounds. "Much of this house was
about being invisible from a distance” Nicholas savs

It blends in, but it certainly isn't bland. The
home's cedar cladding mimics the colour of the tussack
around itand, in rprising and beautiful gesture,
covers not only the walls, but the roof as well (The roof
is designed in removable sections to allow maintenance
of the waterproof membrane below it if needed ) ltisa
structure that looks unusually delicate in such a tough

landscape, but inside the house this softness gives way
to robust, wonderfully crafted cave-like spaces that
would feel secure in any storm. There are cast concrete
walls, schist floors, and a folded timber ceiling hovering
overhead, asif a cedar skin has been stretched overa
concrete skelaton. This approach, Micholas says, was

engendered by “the way the tussock is laid over the
rockslike a blanket or cloak”, or as Gary putsit, the
appeal of "something delicate laid over something
incredibly strong and robust”

Aswell as stipulating that the building mmust
blend in with the natural environment, local
regulations recquired that it be o
a 26-metre by 25-metre square on its large

tructed within
te. Withe

this, it might have been possible to stretch the bulldi

along the site to allow every room a view of the lake
Instead, the mass of the 500-5
to be con

T

juare-metre house hat

- chitects began
experimenting with the aforementioned square of
paper, an approximation of the allowable building
area. “We began to cut away sections almost like a
clothing pattern,” Nicholas says. They tilted the pape
to form a roof plane that followed the slope of the lan:
cut away part of the side to shape tl
knoll, trimmed an entrancet

12 house aroundi

o the east and a courtys
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A folded timber ceiling
hovers overhead, as

if a cedar skin has
been stretched over a
concrete skeleton




RIGHT The gusst hed.
room looks b ACTONR
tha lake to Wanaka
townuhip. BELOW The
w {rom the upstairy

hallway down Lhe view

shalt to the living area.
OFPOSITE The upatairs
hallway is lined in
codar and has a sy

light that allows views
of the Trebles Cone aki
fiald. The burnt crange
carpet features in all
tha bed i,
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OPPOSITE Gary and
Nicholas in the sunny
courtyard that opens
off the kitchen. LEFT
Tha home has a two-
storeyed volums
against the hill, with
bedrooms above the
garage. BELOW
Looking across the
courtyard back into the
kitchon area. The room
inthe lelt of the photo is
the main bedroom.

culminating in the dramatically faceted concrete
fireplace and the view, previously withhald, of the lake
and the mountains to the south

Looking back across the kitchen, a high wall of
cabinetry gives way to an interior view shaft that
allows people in the hallway upstairs to chat to those
in the kitchen, a surprising and effective gesture that,
by creating a vivid connection between the living and
sleeping zones, makes the house feel more intimate
*It makes the house a more sociable place, bacause
you really do talk to people downstairs on the way
past,” Nicholas says. (A poteritial downside is the
shaft's alarming propensity to transmit conversations
conducted in one part of the house to another without
any apparent decrease in audibility - those inclined ta
indulge in a bitch session are advised to do so outside)

Tempting as they are, this is not a house that
surranders itself to the views. but carefully manages
them. The rooms are not encased in huge sheets of
glass, but have windows and doors that edit the vista
inways that foster deeper appraciation of the smaller
moments that make up the breathtaking panorama
outsida. This approach means the views hera can
never be taken for granted, that they must be actively
appreciated by the ocoupants, whether it be by curling
up on the couch in one of the living spaces, lounging
on the sheltered south-facing verandah, or watching
the stars dazzle overhead from the westerly courtyard
at night. In this way, the house enhances the sense of
engagement with the incredible scenes outside, but
also provides a secure and singular place fromwhich
to appreciate them. Thisis, perhaps, the most fitting of
gestures: to design a home that reminds people of the
beauty of the land around them without disturbing
that land in the process *
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McGUIRE'S NEW BARBARA BARRY

' KITCHEN FURNITURE. | was delighted
| with the freah new slyles Irom McGuire
. design - small, ighi-toned wooden iables |
. with banquet seating are Ideal lor the

* mat-in kitchen/family room scenario so
¢ popular in New Zealand.

ANDRE ARBUS FORA BAKER. Recreations
of the stunning work of renowned

architect/designer André Arbus

include his own design desk (above), Ench
plece would work equally well ina
traditional or more minimalist
contemporary homa,

144 [

LAURA KIRAR FOR BAKER. | loved the

i occasional table (left) included in Laura

Kirar's new collection. Laura hag also
incorporated some fresh lime tones into

1 her upholstery, including painted linens
| mined with sleek leather. A classic
contemporary look influenced by recent
' travels through South America and

' Mexico, this new collection is a

. combination of vibrant colour, textures

+ and multi-dimensional finishes
¢ culminating in a feast for the senses.
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CAVIT & CO

Debbie Cavit

VERELLEN'S "CELINE ‘CHAIR. The

: Werellen showroom once again stood ou
. as a design statement in its own

- right. This year Yerellen has included

' wonderful leathers and sumptuous

: wohits, We're very exciled lo be

displaying the new extra-long Verellen

+ lnather sofa and matching velvet high-
: backed wing chalrs.

. RALPH LAUREN ‘LA PLAGE'
« COLLECTION. A fresh and romantic
: collection of furniture and accessories,

giving a new twist to the traditional biue-

+ and-while colour palette. Incorporating

+ natural finishes with white wood

1 highlights and crisp upholstery, the rangs
i I8 relaned yet traditional and, in typical
Ralph Lauren style, welcoming and
 comiortable to live with, Cavit & Co will be
| showcasing a salection from the ‘La

| Plage’ collection this winter,
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